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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. POE of Texas).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 3, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TED POE to

act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, so caught up in the prob-
lems and responsibilities of human life
and the common good of the Nation,
Congress takes a moment to turn to
You.

Our selective memory recalls only
pieces of the past. With limited vision
of the future, we glimpse only some of
the consequences of our actions or our
failure to act today.

But in You is found the beginning
and the end of everything. Be present
to us in this our day.

As we try to handle as much as we
are able, free us by renewed faith in
Your guidance and goodness. In this
ever-changing world, help us to place
our trust in You, Heavenly Father. For
You manage all natural events and
human affairs to achieve Your holy
will for us and all Your children both
now and forever.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————————

GAO STUDY: BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS GOING TO WASTE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Damian Paletta of the Wall
Street Journal reported on the study
by the Government Accountability Of-
fice revealing bloated budgets in gov-
ernment programs. The study exam-
ined a number of Federal agencies and
found duplicative overlaps leading to
wasteful spending of the taxpayers’
money. The GAO found inefficiencies
with 82 Federal programs to improve
teacher quality, 56 programs to help
people gain a working knowledge of fi-
nances, and 47 Federal programs for job
training and employment. The study
concluded that the effectiveness of
many of these programs has not been
assessed.

At a time when the President pro-
poses trillion-dollar deficits, the Fed-

eral Government cannot afford to be
throwing away the people’s money on
wasteful programs. Efficiency should
be at the forefront of all Federal spend-
ing to promote small-business job cre-
ation. I commend the efforts of Senator
ToM COBURN of Oklahoma for being a
driving force behind the study to un-
cover the overlapping of these pro-
grams.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, creating
jobs and strengthening the economy
must be the number one priority in
Congress. Unemployment across the
Nation remains far too high. In my dis-
trict, unemployment still remains near
14 percent. Yet instead of focusing on
creating jobs, the Republican budget
plan passed last month would cause
700,000 Americans to lose their jobs.
They will struggle to put food on the
table.

This budget is an assault on middle-
and low-income families. Thousands of
teachers will be laid off, job training
programs across the country will be
eliminated, Pell Grants will be slashed
for low-income college students, and
investment in education will decrease.

And now the Republicans are pro-
posing yet another tax on middle class
families to pay for the 1099 reporting
fix.

I urge my Republican friends to
stand with the American middle class
families and break free from the right-
wing extremists. Let’s work together
on a real budget that creates jobs and
responsibly lowers the deficit.
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